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NETWORK NEWS 

Welcome to the month of August, usually that time of the year when a lot of us are 

having, or have just had, our mid-year breaks from school, university and work. This 

year however, with more of us holidaying in or close to our homes, we can focus 

more on participating in our local communities, which is our focus at GFS as well. We 

want to strengthen our community of researchers, practitioners and members of the 

public in our quest for a more food secure world, and to further this, we ask that you 

participate in a (very short, we promise!) survey that we'll soon be sending. This 

survey will inform how we update the website over the next few months. 

 

We introduced the ‘Food for Thought Coffee Break’ series in June, as a relaxed online 

learning and discussion platform for our community, and would like to thank our 

speakers thus far: PhD student Dorien Braam, Dr Jean Adams, PhD student David 

Willer, MPhil student Daniella Salazar-Herrera, Dr Helen Curry, Professor Cristiane 

Derani, PhD student Bright Jaato, Dr Milorad Radakovic, and PhD student Chioma 

Achi. We have found these discussions such a good knowledge exchange platform 

that we have decided to gradually expand the platform's reach. Thus, we will soon be 

creating a dedicated page on our website with the slides from these talks, and will 

also provide presenter guidelines. We expect the next talk to take place on 11 

September, and would particularly like to encourage our University of Cambridge 

early career researchers (ECRs) to contact Francesca about future presenting 

opportunities. This is a useful platform that supports both discussion and promotion 

of ECR work, and places ECRs in contact with the more experienced members of our 

community for advice or potential collaborations. 

 

In general, we are focusing on improving our services to those in the early stages of 

their careers, and as much as possible will promote funding, publicity of research 

projects and publications, events and other opportunities. If you are in the early 

stages of your career, you are welcome to write concise emails to Karen or Francesca 

with suggestions on how we can tailor the aforementioned services to you.  

 

We ask that GFS members profiled on the website under the ‘Member Directory’ tab 

check whether their details are still current, and update us on any changes. Also, 

please let us know if you are about to leave the University of Cambridge, and would 

like to continue receiving the newsletter at your new email address.  

 

https://www.globalfood.cam.ac.uk/news/dorienbraam
https://www.globalfood.cam.ac.uk/memberdirectory/jean-adams
https://www.globalfood.cam.ac.uk/memberdirectory/david-willer
https://www.globalfood.cam.ac.uk/memberdirectory/david-willer
https://www.globalfood.cam.ac.uk/memberdirectory/daniellasalazar
https://www.globalfood.cam.ac.uk/memberdirectory/helen-curry
https://www.globalfood.cam.ac.uk/memberdirectory/derani
https://www.globalfood.cam.ac.uk/memberdirectory/derani
https://www.globalfood.cam.ac.uk/staff/bright-nsolebna-jaato
https://www.vet.cam.ac.uk/swan/careerpathway/milorad
https://www.globalfood.cam.ac.uk/memberdirectory/chioma
https://www.globalfood.cam.ac.uk/memberdirectory/chioma
mailto:fr224@cam.ac.uk
mailto:klh67@cam.ac.uk
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29 June: How can we build resilient food systems for the future? Dr Jag 

Srai, Co-Chair of GFS, hosted this webinar discussing food system resilience. 

 

 

29 June: 7th Annual TAA East Anglia seminar: 'From the ground up: soil 

management in a changing climate.' Please find the report here.  

 

https://www.globalfood.cam.ac.uk/news/resilientfoodsystems
https://taa.org.uk/report/19985/
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July 10: Is COVID-19 causing a global food crisis? IRC member Dr Shailaja 

Fennell's contribution can be heard from about 4:50 minutes in.  

 

July 14: Can healthy eco-systems prevent future pandemics? Chaired by Professor 

Bhaskar Vira, this webinar brought experts together to share their perspectives on 

how the risk of future pandemics can be reduced through a better understanding of 

the complex interactions between health and natural systems. 

https://poddtoppen.se/podcast/324688342/naked-scientists-in-short-special-editions-podcast/is-covid-19-causing-a-global-food-crisis
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ILGS9Ze2V0
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July 15: Shellfish can feed one billion people in the developing world. Dr David 

Aldridge and PhD student David Willer have been carrying out research on the 

potential of bivalve shellfish as a nutritious and low-impact food source. 

 

 

 
 

July 20. Scientists supercharge shellfish to tackle vitamin deficiency in humans.  

Dr David Aldridge and PhD student David Willer have produced the world’s first 

microcapsule specially designed to deliver nutrients to bivalves which are beneficial 

to human health. 

 

https://www.globalfood.cam.ac.uk/news/shellfishcan
https://www.cam.ac.uk/research/news/scientists-supercharge-shellfish-to-tackle-vitamin-deficiency-in-humans
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July 21. Shellfish supercharged with vitamins. Dr David Aldridge discusses vitamin 

bullets, capsules designed to make shellfish more nutritious.  

 

Upcoming: The Crop Science Centre will be launching officially on 1 October. There 

are a number of exciting launch activities on the agenda, including a series of food 

security webinars co-created with CambPlants Hub. We will send out more 

information in due course. 

https://www.thenakedscientists.com/articles/interviews/shellfish-supercharged-vitamins
http://www.cropsciencecentre.org/
https://www.cambplants.group.cam.ac.uk/
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Have you visited our Facebook page recently? Find out the latest interesting and 

informative interviews from our community, including PhD students Ellen 

Harrison, Hamish Symington, David Willer, Charlotte Milbank and Jake 

Moscrop. These interviews are in partnership with EIT 

Food’s #AnnualFoodAgenda series. 

A warm welcome to our new external adviser, Peter Ninnes. 

LISTINGS 
INTERNAL EVENTS 

 

22 - 25 September. Sainsbury Laboratory Symposium '20. Pluripotency in Plant 

Development. 

 

EXTERNAL EVENTS 
 
10 September. The 3rd World BioEconomy Forum. 

 

15 - 16 September. World Agri-Tech Innovation Summit - Virtual. Join the Summit for 

1-1 meetings, interactive group discussions, and critical intelligence from industry 

leaders on how the industry will emerge from the current crisis. 

 

22 September. Agri-TechE Agriculture 101. An introduction into the agriculture 

sector, and the opportunities and challenges that are part of it. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/globalfoodcambridge/?hc_ref=ARRAeV9DZi4BDu00FOJQWA9nTpk0-kbL1NNKqAAcYq0iQrKupXG2qUcDwswjRz9dokk&fref=nf&__tn__=kC-R
https://www.globalfood.cam.ac.uk/keyprogs/EITFood/currentprojects
https://www.globalfood.cam.ac.uk/About/externaladvisors
https://www.slcu.cam.ac.uk/SLS20
http://www.wcbef.com/
https://www.cambplants.group.cam.ac.uk/events/world-agri-tech-innovation-summit-virtual
https://www.cambplants.group.cam.ac.uk/events/agri-teche-agriculture-101
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28 September – 10 October. Northern Real Farming Conference. Bringing together 

farmers, fishers, land managers and more from the North to share practical 

experiences to meet global food system challenges.  

 

8 October. Agri-TechE Pollinator: Seeing the Wood for the Trees – Innovation for 

Agroforestry and Soil Carbon Capture. Silvo-arable and silvo-pasture systems, as well 

as farming forests could help UK agriculture reach next zero carbon emissions by 

2040. But tree planting requires long-term planning and a clear understanding of the 

natural capital potential as well as anticipated economic benefits, as well as tech for 

tree management, including mapping and visualisation above and below ground, 

carbon capture and incentives. 

 

10 November. REAP Conference 2020. From micro-scape to landscape - innovating at 

the frontier. Agri-TechE's REAP conference is taking a farmer-centric view of the 

emerging approaches and technologies that promise improved decision-making at 

every level. 

 

28 - 29 April 2021. New Food Conference. Europe’s first and biggest conference on 

new-protein solutions. 

 

PUBLICATIONS AND MEDIA 
 

*Contact us if you are an IRC member and would like support in promoting your new 

publication.* 

 

Journal articles 

 

Is risk compensation threatening threatening public health in the Covid-19 

pandemic? BMJ. July 2020. Involving IRC member Professor Theresa Marteau. 

 

Climate Change Strengthens Selection for Mast Seeding in European Beech. Current 

Biology. July 2020. Involving IRC member Dr Andrew Tanentzap.   

 

Vitamin Bullets. Microencapsulated Feeds to Fortify Shellfish and Tackle Human 

Nutrient Deficiencies. Front. Nutr. July 2020. Involving IRC members David Willer and 

Dr David Aldridge. 

 

https://www.northernrealfarming.org/
https://www.cambplants.group.cam.ac.uk/events/agri-teche-pollinator-seeing-wood-trees-innovation-agroforestry-and-soil-carbon-capture
https://www.cambplants.group.cam.ac.uk/events/agri-teche-pollinator-seeing-wood-trees-innovation-agroforestry-and-soil-carbon-capture
https://www.cambplants.group.cam.ac.uk/events/reap-conference-2020-micro-scape-landscape-innovating-frontier
https://www.cambplants.group.cam.ac.uk/events/reap-conference-2020-micro-scape-landscape-innovating-frontier
https://www.new-food-conference.com/
mailto:klh67@cam.ac.uk
https://www.bmj.com/content/370/bmj.m2913
https://www.bmj.com/content/370/bmj.m2913
https://www.cell.com/current-biology/fulltext/S0960-9822(20)30908-8?_returnURL=https%3A%2F%2Flinkinghub.elsevier.com%2Fretrieve%2Fpii%2FS0960982220309088%3Fshowall%3Dtrue
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fnut.2020.00102/full
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fnut.2020.00102/full
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Sustainable bivalve farming can deliver food security in the tropics. Nature Food. July 

2020. Involving IRC members David Willer and Dr David Aldridge. 

 

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

*If you are a University of Cambridge researcher interested in putting together an 

interdisciplinary application and would like assistance in finding suitable 

collaborators/coordinating a group meeting, please contact us* 

 

IFST Travel Bursary. Supports attendance at conferences or meetings related to food 

science and technology. No application deadline. 

 

Levenhulme Trust Research Project Grants. For researchers undertaking innovative 

and original projects. Open all year for application. 

 

Levenhulme Trust Research Fellowships. For experienced researchers in any 

discipline to complete a piece of research. Application deadline: 12 November 2020. 

 

Levenhulme Trust Study Abroad Studentships. Valid for centres of learning outside 

the UK and the USA. Application deadline: 11 January 2021. 

 

Levenhulme Trust Visiting Professorships. Application deadline: 8 October 2020. 

 

Levenhulme Trust Emeritus Fellowships. Application deadline: 4 February 2021. 

 

Levenhulme Trust International Fellowships. To be used in research centres outside 

the UK. Application deadline: 12 November 2020. 

 

Agriculture 2021 Young Investigator Award. Nomination deadline: 30 November 

2020. 

 

Agriculture 2021 Travel Awards. Application deadline: 15 December 2020. 

 

UKRI Policy Internships Scheme. Application deadline: 10 September 2020. 

 

UKRI TRDF: Transformative Research Technologies for the Detection and Diagnosis of 

Plant and Animal Diseases. Application deadline: 8 October 2020. 

https://www.nature.com/articles/s43016-020-0116-8
mailto:coordinator@globalfood.cam.ac.uk
https://www.ifst.org/career-development/networks-and-communities/students/competitions-and-awards/ifst-travel-bursary
https://www.leverhulme.ac.uk/research-project-grants
https://www.leverhulme.ac.uk/research-fellowships
https://www.leverhulme.ac.uk/study-abroad-studentships
https://www.leverhulme.ac.uk/visiting-professorships
https://www.leverhulme.ac.uk/emeritus-fellowships
https://www.leverhulme.ac.uk/international_fellowships
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/agriculture/awards
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/agriculture/awards
https://www.ukri.org/skills/policy-internships-scheme/
https://bbsrc.ukri.org/funding/filter/2020-tools-resources-development-fund/
https://bbsrc.ukri.org/funding/filter/2020-tools-resources-development-fund/
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OTHER OPPORTUNITIES 
 

We urge you all to keep updated on the Cambridge Judge Business School’s calendar 

of events as useful career development resources, as well as their many informative 

pre-recorded webinars.  

 

How to use research to engage with the UK Parliament: Free online training for 

researchers and knowledge mobilisers. 

https://www.jbs.cam.ac.uk/insight/category/insight/lowdown/
https://www.parliament.uk/academic-webinars

