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FAO’s Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems



• Diversity species & genetic resources; inter-cropping; crop 

rotation

• Co-producing & sharing knowledge context-specific

• Synergies resource types; synchronization of practices

• Efficiency enhanced bio-processes and recycling

• Recycling ‘waste is a human concept…’

• Resilience functional balance and biological complexity

• Human and social values equity; inclusion; well-being

• Culture and food traditions healthy & diverse diet

• Responsible governance inclusive and responsible; cooperation

• Circular and solidarity economy consumer-producer interactions

FAO 2018





Ethiopia’s first  cities

Phillipson 2012.



How does a crop feed cities over millennia?

Centres of origins by Vavilov (1924). Wikimedia
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• Over 50% consumption in cities

• 2013-14 crop value USD 2.5b (maize/wheat 
1.59/1.57)

Ethiopia: Teff consumption in 2011

Minten et al. (eds.) 2018. The Economics of Teff, p. 23.



The legacy and promise of teff?

Centre for the Promotion of Imports from developing countries, NL
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▪ Diversity: grains, pulses & oil-seed plans + cattle & small livestock

▪ Efficiency: moisture management, rotation & intercropping

▪ Synergies: nature, culture & society

Small-scale farming: food security 3 ways?

FAO 2018
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