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Research Questions & Design

How do current public and private interventions influence the adoption of

agroforestry in the West African cocoa sector?
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Socio-technical landscape: Open
windows for sustainable cocoa
production regime and development
of supportive agroforestry niche
initiatives
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Regime: Systemic changes in cocoa
supply chain norms, regulations,
values, narratives and policy
mechanisms will destabilise the
regime to support and scale
agroforestry

Niches: Finance, infrastructure,
marketing and social organisation
improvements can help accelerate
agroforestry niches

Figure 1. Multi-level perspective framework adapted from Geels (2007) & Garrett et al. (2024)

MLP level

dynamics)

Regime
(internal
dynamics)

Classification

Conformist - Fit-and-
Niche (internal conform (supporting the

niche)

Disruptive - Stretch-and-

transform

Disruptive (regime

destabilisation)

System of influence of the
policy instruments

Knowledge development and
diffusion (C1)

Establishing market
niches/market formation (C2)
Price performance improvements
(C3)

Entrepreneurial experimentation
(C4)

Resource mobilisation (C5)
Support from powerful
group/legitimation (C6)
Influence on the direction of
search (C7)

Control policies (D1)
Significant changes in regime
rules (D2)

Reduced support for dominant
technologies (D3)

Changes in social networks,
replacement of key actors (D4)

Table 1. Updated analytical framework from Kivimaa (2016)



Introduction

Agroforestry as a solution RQs

Functions of influence

Conclusion

Functions of influence
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Functions of ‘creative destruction’

Clv

m Changes in social networks,
replacement of key actors (D4)

m Reduced support for dominant
technologies (D3)

m Significant changes in regime
rules (D2)

m Control policies (D1)

m Influence on the direction of
search (C7)

m Support from powerful
group/legitimation (C6)

m Resource mobilisation (C5)

m Entrepreneurial experimentation
(C4)

m Price performance
improvements (C3)

m Establishing market
niches/market formation (C2)

m Knowledge development and
diffusion (C1)
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Disruptive
Functions of ‘creative destruction’

Confirmist

GHA

m Changes in social networks,
replacement of key actors (D4)

m Reduced support for dominant
technologies (D3)

m Significant changes in regime
rules (D2)

m Control policies (D1)

m Influence on the direction of
search (C7)

m Support from powerful
group/legitimation (C6)

m Resource mobilisation (C5)

m Entrepreneurial
experimentation (C4)

m Price performance
improvements (C3)

m Establishing market
niches/market formation (C2)

m Knowledge development and
diffusion (C1)
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Results summary Implications

* (1) Safeguards in

»

« (1) Agroforestry has the agroforestry transition
potential to sustainability
transform the cocoa sector * (2) Effective & Equitable

Regime shifts (Disruption)
* (2) Lack of disruptive

regime changes; * (3) More companies’
agroforestry policies are
« (3) Likelihood to promote needed and should be
“agribizforestry” comprehensive in their

definition and targets
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