
The Causal Chain

From Field to Treaty Table

Climate Stress

Land degradation, 

drought, yield collapse

collapse

→ Price Shock

Food price volatil ity —

months, not years

→ Social Unrest

Protest, instability, 

political pressure

→
Diplomatic Response

UNCCD & Plant Treaty

The speed of the crisis signal vs. the pace of multilateral response: the central governance gap.



Two Frameworks Under Analysis

International Law's
Response Architecture

UNCCD

Adopted 1994 · In force 1996 · 196 Parties

• ✓Only legally binding framework on 

desertification & land degradation

• ✓Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN) targets 

introduced 2015

• ✗No independent verification body; no binding 

non-compliance procedure

• ✗Drought compliance mechanism still 

unresolved after COP16 (Dec 2024)

ITPGRFA (Plant Treaty)

Adopted 2001 · In force 2004 · ~150 Parties

• ✓Multilateral System: access to 64 crop & forage 

forage species

• ✓Article 21 Compliance Committee —

monitoring & legal assistance

• ✗Benefit-sharing fund chronically under-

resourced

• ✗Crisis response mediated through decade-long 

conservation chains

Both frameworks: facilitative in design, structurally distant from fast-moving food security crises.
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