
Learning about the birds 
& the bees in the shea parklands

@cathdavey Cath.Tayleur@birdlife.org

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=VPoeZOk2uMoaYM&tbnid=EK0MUYbTmKMDjM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.manedepot.com/organic-raw-unrefined-ivory-shea-butter-4oz/&ei=PLKVU42GCI2p7AbciIHIDw&bvm=bv.68445247,d.ZWU&psig=AFQjCNEwNmUisQ_hNedCmS5n6wHIbfbrtw&ust=1402405766279363
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=VPoeZOk2uMoaYM&tbnid=EK0MUYbTmKMDjM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.manedepot.com/organic-raw-unrefined-ivory-shea-butter-4oz/&ei=PLKVU42GCI2p7AbciIHIDw&bvm=bv.68445247,d.ZWU&psig=AFQjCNEwNmUisQ_hNedCmS5n6wHIbfbrtw&ust=1402405766279363


Shea butter



Shea butter



Shea butter

mate.zec@biom.hr



Shea butter

Shea butter is the primary edible 
oil for 80 million people in sub-

Saharan Africa

Collected by 16 million women



Shea from flower to butter



Where does shea grow?

Naughton et al. 2015.



The shea parkland landscape
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90-100% of in-field 
trees are shea



Parkland biodiversity: birds



Other Palearctic 
species:
Tree pipit
Wryneck
Willow warbler
Melodious 
warbler
Woodchat shrike

Parkland biodiversity: birds



Parkland biodiversity: pollinators



Parkland biodiversity: caterpillars

Cirina butryospermi
Shea caterpillar (‘chitoumou’)

PhD project – Charlotte Payne, 
Cambridge University

What are the impacts of caterpillar abundance/harvesting on shea yields, 
biodiversity and human health?



• Develop a ‘Trees, bees and birds’ 
parkland management strategy

• Work with 10 communities in 
southern Burkina Faso

• Build awareness of the role of 
biodiversity in healthy parklands. 

• Work with government, industry and 
other NGOs to scale-up

Resilient landscapes



Trees, bees and birds



Trees, bees and birds
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