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Social Safety Nets

‘Social protection and safety net 

interventions are increasingly 

deemed important counter cyclical 

social policies that can minimize the 

effects of crises and food price 

volatility, as well as address current 

and future vulnerabilities.’ 

(FAO, 2013)



Source: WFP (2013) From 
http://www.wfp.org/stories/school-meals-where-need-
greatest-coverage-lowest



http://blogs.wsj.com/indiarealtime



India’s National Food Security Act (2013)

“to provide for food and nutritional security…by 

ensuring access to adequate quantity of quality food 

at affordable prices to people to live a life with 

dignity and for matters connected therewith or 

incidental thereto”. 

Sources: : http://indiatoday.intoday.in and archive.indianexpress.com

http://indiatoday.intoday.in
http://archive.indianexpress.com/news/govt-considers-renaming-pds-after-indira-gandhi-to-take-sole-credit/1183395/


Unanswered Questions

• Do all people have access to food at all 
times?

• Is the food safe?

• Is the food nutritious?

• Is the food of adequate quantity and 
quality?

• Does the food meet dietary needs?

• Is the food in line with cultural 
preferences?

• Is the food provided in a dignified 
manner?

• Do the above vary across individuals, 
households, location and time? Are the 
above influenced by the means of 
delivery? 



Research

• What light does the Midday Meal 

scheme shed on the relationships 

between food security, the right to food 

and food sovereignty? 

• What lessons does the implementation 

of the scheme offer for large-scale food 

distribution as planned under the 

National Food Security Act ?  

• Methods: Household survey, food 

consumption recall, focus groups, 

interviews, children’s diaries and essays 

and key informant interviews. 

Source: 
archive.indianexpress.com

http://archive.indianexpress.com/news/warning-ignored-quality-of-midday-meals-in-bihar-was-already-a-concern/1143248/


Links to global food security

• Food security has ‘evolved, 

developed, multiplied and 

diversified’ (Maxwell, 1996: 155). 

• Food access is the product of 

production, labour, trade and 

transfer-based entitlements.

• Government-led food distribution is 

a critical transfer-based entitlement.



Interdisciplinary Research

• Measures of malnutrition such as 

weight and height for age and 

micronutrient deficiencies

• Economic analysis of consumption 

and expenditure

• Different perspectives on the 

qualitative dimensions of food 

security such as preference and 

dignity.

Source: economictimes.indiatimes.com

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/slideshows/nation-world/8-reasons-why-mid-day-meal-poisoning-pesticide-should-be-banned/2-76000-people-die-per-year-in-india/slideshow/21423546.cms

