Realising food security using government-led food
distribution: What might we learn from India?
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Social Safety Nets

‘Social protection and safety net
Interventions are increasingly
deemed important counter cyclical
social policies that can minimize the
effects of crises and food price
volatility, as well as address current
and future vulnerabilities.’

(FAO, 2013)



368 miillion children receive
school meals with up to
$75 billion invested each year
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India has low public health spending

FOOd Security CriSlS and high malnutrition rates
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1. Countries with 2011 score of less than five are not included in the ranking; 2. Children under age 5; 3. Districts and states identified by UNICEF in 2009 as worst in child develop-
ment. 4. Top-performing districts in Himachal Pradesh, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu

Sources: World Health Organization (spending); International Food Policy Research Institute (index); Naandi Foundation HUNGaMa Survery Report 2011 (malnutrition by district)

The Wall Street Journal

http://blogs.wsj.com/indiarealtime



India’s National Food Security Act (2013)

“to provide for food and nutritional security...by
ensuring access to adequate quantity of quality food
at affordable prices to people to live a life with
dignity and for matters connected therewith or
iIncidental thereto™.



http://indiatoday.intoday.in
http://archive.indianexpress.com/news/govt-considers-renaming-pds-after-indira-gandhi-to-take-sole-credit/1183395/

Unanswered Questions

Do all people have access to food at all
times?

Is the food safe?

|s the food nutritious?

|s the food of adequate quantity and
guality?

Does the food meet dietary needs?

Is the food In line with cultural
preferences?

Is the food provided in a dignified
manner?

Do the above vary across individuals,
households, location and time? Are the
above influenced by the means of
delivery?
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Mid-dav Meal Scheme



Research

What light does the Midday Meal
scheme shed on the relationships
between food security, the right to food
and food sovereignty?

What lessons does the implementation
of the scheme offer for large-scale food
distribution as planned under the
National Food Security Act ?

Methods: Household survey, food
consumption recall, focus groups,
iInterviews, children’s diaries and essays
and key informant interviews.


http://archive.indianexpress.com/news/warning-ignored-quality-of-midday-meals-in-bihar-was-already-a-concern/1143248/

Links to global food security

« Food security has ‘evolved,
developed, multiplied and
diversified’ (Maxwell, 1996: 155).

* Food access is the product of
production, labour, trade and
transfer-based entitlements.

« Government-led food distribution is

a critical transfer-based entitlement.




Interdisciplinary Research

Measures of malnutrition such as
weight and height for age and
micronutrient deficiencies

Economic analysis of consumption
and expenditure

Different perspectives on the
gualitative dimensions of food
security such as preference and
dignity.


http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/slideshows/nation-world/8-reasons-why-mid-day-meal-poisoning-pesticide-should-be-banned/2-76000-people-die-per-year-in-india/slideshow/21423546.cms

